Successful salvage of inferior vena cava rupture during reoperative repair for ascending aortic aneurysm.
A 44-year-old man underwent reoperative repair for ascending aortic aneurysm at our hospital. He had received aortic valve replacement due to severe aortic regurgitation 4 years previously. The cardiopulmonary bypass was set up through the femoral arterial and venous cannula. An unusual experience of rupture of the abdominal inferior vena cava was encountered after total-body retrograde perfusion. The tragic situation was successfully salvaged by recannulation into the intrapericardial inferior vena cava and repair of the several perforations on abdominal inferior vena cava. The patient recovered smoothly except for mild pancreatitis. The causes of rupture of the inferior vena cava are discussed here.